

Credo: The Fall – Original Sin
Man disobeyed the Father’s commandment, but He did not abandon Him to death. The Church restores the unity of mankind destroyed by the Fall and reunites us to God. Immediately following the Fall, God promises to send a Redeemer who will destroy sin and death. Sin entered the world when man, destined to be divinized fully in glory, decided that He wanted to be like God, without God, and not in accord with God’s plan.
God created the first man and woman in a state of original holiness and justice and entrusted this grace to them for all of their descendants. (Wis 1:14; Eph 1:3-5)
· They enjoyed friendship and intimacy with God (Wis 1:14; Gen 2:8, 15-17)
· This friendship and intimacy carried over into an experience of harmony with themselves, between each other, and with the whole of creation. (Sir 25:1)
· They had infused knowledge from God of Himself and the world.
· They had complete self-mastery and balance within themselves. Their desires were always directed by their intellects and wills.
· They had complete peace in their relationship with one another. They experienced understanding and love from each other.
· They enjoyed work and saw God in every aspect of His creation.
· They had no pain, sickness, or death.
Through the deceit of the devil, Adam and Eve let their trust in their creator die in their hearts and disobeyed His command. (Wis 2:24)
· They did not trust God’s goodness and love for them and disobeyed Him. (Gen 2:17; 3:1-19)
· Adam and Eve wanted to be “like God, without God, and not in accord with God’s plan.” (Eph 2:1)
· All sin follows this same pattern of lack of trust and turning away from God. (Gen 3:1-6)
· Temptation and sin follow the same sequence in our lives as they did in the first sin.
· Drawing near to what is forbidden (Adam and Eve are near the tree.)
· Listening to the suggestion of evil (Eve saw that the tree was good for food…)
· Yielding to the attraction of evil. (She took the fruit.)
· Committing the sinful act. (She ate it and gave some to her husband.)
· Through their sin, they rejected their relationship with God, and death entered the world. (Wis 1:12-13, 16: Ezek 18:4)
Adam and Eve lost grace for themselves and their descendants and hand on human nature in a weakened state.
· Because Adam rejected the grace that God entrusted to him to hand on to his offspring, we are born without God’s life in our souls. (1 Jn 5:19; Gen 3:24; Rom 5:12, 9)
· We inherit the state of Adam, deprived of grace because of sin.
· “Original sin” is the state of deprivation.
· We are born separated from God and not in His friendship.
· We also lost the benefits that came through the harmony with our Creator. We now have:
· A darkened intellect – We suffer from ignorance and can be mistaken;
· A weakened will – We no longer choose the good freely and easily;
· Unruly passions – The passions are no longer under the control of our intellect and will, and we now must fight to prevent them from controlling us;
· Concupiscence – we desire things that are not good for us and are not according to God’s will, and we are inclined to sin in these domains. These weak areas are the lust of the flesh – (pleasure), lust of the eyes (wealth) and the pride of life (power);
· We suffer pain, difficulties, and eventually, death.
(Gen 3:16, 19: Eph 2:3; 1 Jn 2:16)
· All human history is marked by sin. (Gen 3:17-19; Rom 3:23)
· While wounded, human nature is not entirely corrupt or evil. (Ps 139:13-15)
· Right after the first Fall, God gave us hope by promising a redeemer. (Gen 3:15)
The grace we receive in Christ far surpasses the evil cause by the Fall.
· By taking our nature and being obedient to the point of death, Christ made atonement for Adam’s disobedience and opened the way for us to enter into communion with God. (Gal 4:4-5: Heb 2:14; Jn 1:29; Rom 5:12-19)
· Grace increases even more, to the praise of God’s glory: He restores us to life in Him by justifying us, and He still prepares us for eternal glory. (Rom 5:20)
· We live in Christ:
· By His Incarnation, we become ‘sons in the Son;” (! Cor 15:21-22)
· He is the new Adam. Through our union with Him, we receive the grace to live as sons of God.
· All creation is made new, and we, ourselves, are raised to new heights: We acts as sons and daughter of God through grace, imitating Christ. (Rom 8:21-22; 2 Cor 5:17)
Baptism cleanses us of Original Sin and restores us to a life of friendship with God. (Rom 6:4; 1 Pet 3:21)
· Christ gives us this life through Baptism. It is the way he has made for us to be reunited to God. (1 Cor 15:22; 1 Pet 3:21)
· Baptism washes away original sin and gives us sanctifying grace-the gift of god’s life in our souls. (Eph 1:5-8)
· The Holy Spirit dwells in us through Baptism. (Heb 10:22; 2 Pet 1:4; 1 Pet 2:5)
· By Baptism, we become children of God and receive the ability to act as his sons and daughters. It changes our very being.
· The gifts of the holy Spirit and the theological and moral virtues enable us to act supernaturally-in a way that is divine.
· We still struggle against concupiscence, but with the help of God and the assurance tht Christ has won the victory.
· We entrust those who die without Baptism to the mercy of God.
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