The Big Picture: God’s Plan in Eternity

THE DESIRE FOR GOD IS WRITTEN ON EVERY HUMAN HEART
· All goodness and truth in any religious practice is preparation for the Gospel, a means by which God draws all men to Himself.
· This bond to God can be forgotten, overlooked, or even rejected by men. Frequent causes of this are:
· Sin and love of evil.
· The care and riches of this world.
· The scandal caused by believers who fail to live up to the greatness of their calling.
· The lives of Christians are the only Gospel that some people ever read. Our lives must give witness to the truth about God and His message of salvation.
Acts 17:27 
27 So he debated in the synagogue with the Jews and with the worshipers, and daily in the public square with whoever happened to be there.
Rom 1:20-22
 20Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of eternal power and divinity have been able to be understood and perceived in what he has made. As a result, they have no excuse;
21for although they knew God they did not accord him glory as God or give him thanks. Instead, they became vain in their reasoning, and their senseless minds were darkened.
22While claiming to be wise, they became fools
1 Tim 2:3-4
3This is good and pleasing to God our savior,
4who wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.
Gaudium Et Spes 17
17. Only in freedom can man direct himself toward goodness. Our contemporaries make much of this freedom and pursue it eagerly; and rightly to be sure. Often however they foster it perversely as a license for doing whatever pleases them, even if it is evil. For its part, authentic freedom is an exceptional sign of the divine image within man. For God has willed that man remain "under the control of his own decisions,"(12) so that he can seek his Creator spontaneously, and come freely to utter and blissful perfection through loyalty to Him. Hence man's dignity demands that he act according to a knowing and free choice that is personally motivated and prompted from within, not under blind internal impulse nor by mere external pressure. Man achieves such dignity when, emancipating himself from all captivity to passion, he pursues his goal in a spontaneous choice of what is good, and procures for himself through effective and skilful action, apt helps to that end. Since man's freedom has been damaged by sin, only by the aid of God's grace can he bring such a relationship with God into full flower. Before the judgement seat of God each man must render an account of his own life, whether he has done good or evil.(13)
GOD IS LOVE
· He is an eternal exchange of love as Trinity.
· The Trinity is the one God in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
· He is truth, beauty, and goodness. 
1 Jn 4:8
8Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love.
1 Jn 5:20
[bookmark: _GoBack]20We also know that the Son of God has come and has given us discernment to know the one who is true. And we are in the one who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
GOD WILLS ALL TO BE SAVED
· He gave His only Son for our salvation. 
· Knowing this should draw us to trust in the Father’s love for us and to cooperate with his grace.
· It should also lead us to pray to cooperate in His plan for us.
· God gives each person everything he or she needs to be saved.
· Salvation is two-fold.
· God frees us from sin, death, and hell.
· God restores us to relationship with Him and makes us His adopted sons and daughters.
· The Holy Spirit, dwelling in our hearts, makes continual intercession for our salvation.
· This salvation comes through the knowledge and acceptance of the truth. When we know God’s love for us, we desire salvation, and we act on this truth.
· While on earth, we must work with God by cooperating with his grace in order to be saved. We prepare for eternal life when we do this.
· God has given us the freedom to choose salvation. He also gives everything we need to reach salvation
· We must will salvation – referencing all of our decisions to this goal and renewing this resolution continually.
· We practice self-denial to better direct our desires to heaven
· Our everyday acts move us step by step toward heaven. They grow our charity. The greater our charity, the greater our capacity for God in heaven.
Phil 2:1-3
1 If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and mercy,
2complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing.
3Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves,

GOD CREATED US TO SHARE IN HIS OWN HAPPINESS
· Our intellect is made to know Him and our will to love Him, and so enter into communion with Him. This supernatural happiness is called “beatitude.”
· Happiness is the fulfillment of our nature. We are happy when we do what God created us to do.
· This happiness is what we search for all of our lives.
· We are happy in this life only to the degree that our lives conform to God’s loving plan for us.
Ephesians 1:3-14
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
The Father gave us every spiritual blessing in Christ. Out of the overflow of His Trinitarian love, He creates. From the beginning, He desires us for Beatitude – the very gift of Himself. Even now, He gives Himself too us. “The Eucharist contains the whole spiritual good of the Church” because it is Christ Himself.
4 even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 
Before time we were known and love – before the foundation of the world! God bestowed incredible dignity upon us by making us in His likeness and destining us for glory. We advance toward glory by living the virtues, growing to be holy and blameless before Him. Mary is the prime example of this choice and call. God loved her and made her full of grace, and she responded with her whole heart. 
5 He destined us in love to be His sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, 
Love is at the heart of God’s life and our life with Him. His intention was and is to take creatures and make them sons. He, Himself became man in the Incarnation to make us able to share in His life. By the gift of the Spirit, He empowers us to love supernaturally.
6 to the praise of His glorious grace which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
By grace, God raises us from the status of creatures to that of sons. Baptism begins this life; from here on out, we live in praise of His glorious grace. This grace is freely given and can also be freely refused by us. God acts with freedom and gives us the dignity of choosing our actions.
7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished upon us.
Sin destroyed our relationship with God but not His love and plan for us. His merciful love found a way to bring us back to Him. Christ’s Paschal Mystery – His Suffering, Death, Resurrection and Ascension-works our justification, reinstating us in grace and restoring us to the divine life. He doesn’t just wipe sin away; He lavishes these gifts upon us; through the Incarnation He shared our poverty to make us rich in grace.

9 For He has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of His will, according to His purpose which He set forth in Christ
God’s will is to gather us into one people in the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ. By Revelation, He has made this known, but the Church is where it is lived. Knowledge of His plan is life-giving! It leads too participation in His own life.
10 as a plan for the fulness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and thins on earth. 11 In Him, according to the purpose of Him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of His will,
The fulness of time began at the Incarnation. Throughout all ages, we had been longing for this time, and so had God. By Divine Providence, He had been leading all the events of history to it. Finally, Christ came and opened the way to the Father. We are already united to Him and redeemed as first-fruits. Now, all things strain toward His Second Coming, when everything will be united in Christ – things in heaven and things on earth – and He will be all in all.
12 we who first hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of His glory.
God created man for himself – this is man’s capacity for God. His plan was for our sanctification – that we should become like Him in love. By His law, God guides us in the ways that lead to this goal. Sin turned irrevocably away from this plan, but God rescued us by sending His Son. We now live in hope and for the praise of His glory.
13 In Him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
We are saved through faith in Christ. Christ made sure that His saving word would endure for all ages. He entrusted the gospel of salvation to the Church by entrusting her with Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition. The church continues to offer this salvation to all. She proclaims His message and, in Baptism and Confirmation, seals those who believe with the Spirit, the guarantee of their inheritance.
14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory.
By sanctifying us, the Holy Spirit completes the Father’s plan. Through the Sacraments. His masterpiece of grace, He deepens our likeness to Christ. He leads us in prayer, and, as our cooperation with Him deepens, we begin to act divinely by His gifts and to bear His fruits as a foretaste of future glory.

