

Credo: God the Father – Paternal Love and Visible Creation
The Father begets the Son, and together they spirate the Holy Spirit. He draws us into His relationship. The Church was the Father’s plan for mankind from the dawn of creation. In it, He gathers all creation to Himself. Out of obedience to and love for the Father, the Son, entered into His Paschal Mystery. The Paschal Mystery reconcile sus to the Father and makes us know His love through the Holy Spirit. The Father chose us to be his adopted sons in Christ and blessed us with every spiritual blessing. Raised to this new height, Christ taught us to pray, ”Our Father..”
We must have a relationship with the Father. (1 Jn 3:1; Heb 2:13; Jn 14:9)
· Jesus commanded us to pray “Our Father…” (Mt 6:9)
· God persistently established covenants with is people in the Old Testament to lead them back to relationship with Him. (2 Cor 6:18)
· This Fatherly love and filial relationship is the basis of the Commandments that God gives us. (1 Jn 5:2-3)
The work attributed to the Father in relation to the world is creation.
· The Father’s creating action establishes Him as Father for all created persons, angelic or human. (Heb 1:2; Jn 17:5, 1:1-3: Col 1:16-17: Eph 4:6)
· The Father’s primary work is providing for us. (Eph 1:13)
· He keeps us inexistence as the source of our being and as the giver of all good things that we need. (Col 1:12-14)
· He blesses us. (James 1:17)
· He divinizes us, making us His sons and daughters. (Eph 1:3-5; Mt 6:25-34; Jn 14:2)
· In His infinite wisdom and love, He respects the freedom of the creatures He has created and knows how to bring good out of any evil they may commit. (Isa 40:13-14; Rom 11:32-33)
Having one Father means we must be united as one family. (Mal 2:10; Rom 8:29)
· The Heavenly Father is grieved not only when we turn away for Him by sin, but also when we turn away from one another. (Lk 15:31-32)
· We must work at being united with all of our brothers and sisters in the Lord. (Jn 17:20-21; Acts 4:32)
The Father is Almighty. (Lk 1:37)
· His power is universal: He created everything, rules everything, and can do everything. (Ps 115:3)
· His power is loving: He rules as a Father. (2 Cor 6:18)
· His power is mysterious: faith is needed to see it. (2 Cor 12:9)
· His power respects the freedom of His creatures. (Wis 11:21)
· His power is reflected in the fact that He is holiness. (Mt 5:48)
· He calls us to be holy like Him.
· If we do not believe that God’s love for us is almighty, how can we believe that the Father could create us, the Son redeem us, and the Holy Spirit sanctify us? (CCC278) 
God’s almighty fatherhood calls us to obedience. (Heb 10:7)
· Jesus obeyed the Father’s will. (Mt 26:42)
· He laid down His life. (Jn 10:17-18, 8:29)
· This obedience brings about the Father’s plan on earth. (Eph 1 :9-11)
· We respond to the Father’s love with love expressed through obedience to His will. (Rom 12:2; Mt 7:21)
· This obligation turns into a response of love as we grow in relationship with the Father Son, we desire to do the Father’s will.
Jesus reveals the Father to His followers. 
· Jesus makes known the Father’s works and words. (Jn 14:9-10)
· Jesus belongs to the Father and brings His disciples into this relationship, which makes them not of the world. (Jn 17:6-26)
· The Kingdom of the Father comes to earth in those who belong to the Father. (Mk 1:15, 6:10)
· First of all, in Jesus.
· And then in all those in whom the Holy Spirit dwells after Pentecost.
· By our work and prayer, we bring about the kingdom of the Father.
· When Christ comes again, He will reveal the kingdom of His Father in all its glory.
The Heavenly Father invites us to trust in His plan. He works all things for our good. God’s providence arranges all things, and this arrangement includes the institution of the Church and the entrustment of the graces of the Sacraments to her. God grants His creatures the dignity of acting on their own. He allows us to be conscious collaborators in carrying out His work of salvation. 13
God grants creatures the dignity of acting on their own. (Gen 1:2, 28: Prov 19:21)
· Creatures are capable of acting on each other and their world and of cooperating in His plan. (Wis 11:24-26)
· Human beings frequently participate unconsciously in the accomplishment of God’s plan. (Prov 19:21; Sir 17:1-15)
· God invites us to share in His providential work deliberately through things like procreation, stewardship of creation, creative initiative and work, redemptive suffering, and intercessory prayer. (1 Cor 3:6; Phil 2:12-13)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The law is an expression of God’s Providence. By it, He gives us guidance for our actions, pointing us toward perfection.
God permits evil and knows how to bring greater good from it. (Eph 1:11)
· God allows evil because He respects the freedom of His creatures. (1 Jn 3:8; Sir 15:11-12, 14-15)
· Men and angels have the freedom to love God. The devil was the first who rejected Him, and he now attempts to thwart God’s plan.
· God does not will evil but allows it, because He has given men and angels the power of free will, in order to allow them to freely choose relationship with Him.
· After the Fall, our inability to be righteous humbles us and makes us trust Him.
· He knows how to bring greater good from evil than the harm done by it, as with the sacrifice of His Son.
· God allows suffering. (Tob 2:12-18; 1 Pet 1:6-7)
· As a consequence of evil-it represents the disordered relationships caused by the Fall;
· To train us in righteousness, we learn to choose the good;
· As a medicine for our woundedness and a means of growing in charity.
· We never suffer anything that God does not allow for our good. (Rom 8:28)
· When, in the face of suffering, we persevere in faith, hope, and love, the grace and glory we gain far surpasses the evil we experience.
· We must adhere and persevere in faith in order for evil to be transformed to good and to our benefit.
· In suffering, how God is at work for the good is often unknown to us. Occasions of suffering are an opportunity to trust Him. (1 Cor 13:12; Gen 45:8; Gen 50:20)
· There is no part of the Christian message that is not in some way a response to the problem of evil. (Rom 5:20)
Through Divine Providence, God guides creation to perfection.
· His Providence rules over all things. (Mt 5:45)
· All things receive their power to be and to act from Him, so that He really acts through them.
· His Providence is at work in even the least events of our lives, as well as the greatest movements of history. (Ps 104:27)
· His Providence still allows His creatures to be free.(Mt 10:29-31, 6:25-34)
· The freedom of His rational creatures is what pleases Him;
· He allows them to choose what will lead to their ultimate perfection: relationship with Himself.
· His Providence invites us to trust Him and cooperate with His plan. He fees us from nagging worry.
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